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Dear Eric: 


Harvey called me last evening, and told me that he talked with you, and that you 
wanted a copy of Ken's letter. I'm sure that he'll have no objection, since he told 
me that I could give a copy to Harvey if he wanted it to use in withdrawing the coin 
from the sale. This entire situation has me all confused. In the 1804 Dollar book 
you say that the Edwards pieces were made from original dies, yet as Kenny says, and 
as the Crosby plate shows, the Immune die has the head further from the C, and the 
Nova die doesn't match any of the known Novas. Someday, when this is all over, I'd 
like to know the whole story. But, for now, I guess I'll just sit back and await 
developments. There are other differences in the Immune die that Crosby illustrates, 
but the illustration is too poor for detailed description. Ken is sending me a photo 
of the silver Edwards copy, and I'm anxious to see that. 


Kindest regards, 


Sincerely, 
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WESTERN PUBLISHING COMPANY. INC. 





July 15, 1976 


Mr. Richard Picker 
Pe OeeboxL23 
Albertson, New York 11507 


Dear Dick: 


The following is my personal opinion on the copper Immune 
Columbia that you recently sent to me. I have carefully 
examined the piece and returned it to you today under separate 
cover insured for $10,000.00. 


ue > 


I find that this piece is overstruck on an off-center light 
weight British counterfeit coin of George III (the type 
generally dated between 1770 and 1775). 


Your coin weighs 116 grains; my specific gravity readings are 
87905.8, 915 and: 8.95. 


The theoretical specific Btavity OL pure copper 1s .6.95;. for 
bronze 8.85. 


Genuine British half pence of this period have a weight range 
of from approximately 140.9 grains to 167.9 grains with an 
average of around 153.4 grains. 


| A selection of light weight British half pence which I tested 
ranged from 85 grains to 130 grains. Specific gravities were: 
S159 sper 985, 0.9L, 8487, 


Crosby states that the weight of a copper Immune Columbia 
examined by him was 148 grains. 
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Examination of your piece under a stereo microscope indicates 
to me that it is a solid struck piece. It has a proper ring 
(tone) for a coin of this size and weight. 


The Immune Columbia dies used for overstriking this piece 

seem to me to be identical with the piece illustrated on 

Page 208 of STUDIES ON MONEY IN EARLY AMERICA and are apparently 
the same dies, or reproductions of the dies used to make the 
so-called Dr. Edwards’ ' COpy:. 

The style and spacing of lettering on your piece is identical 

to that on a photograph that I have of a silver piece believed 


to be a Dr. Edwards copy -- a piece that I examined and 
| photographed when it was in the Massachusetts Historical Society 
| Collection. 


1220 Mound Avenue/Racine, Wisconsin 53404/ Telephone (414) 633-2431 
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Mr. Richard Picker -2- Julyees, 1976 


It is difficult for me to form an absolute conclusion about 

the die work on your piece because I do not have known genuine 
coins for comparison. To answer your specific question about 
whether I would consider it a coin made circa 1785, I would 
have to say "no" as it would be difficult to believe that a 
pattern or trial piece would be struck over an imperfect 
counterfeit coin. The fact that it is overstruck tends to link 
it to the similarly overstruck piece in gold and the piece 
illustrated on Page 208 in Newman's article. 


Sincerely, 
WESTERN PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC. 


ae 
rertomett 


Kenneth E. Bressett, Manager 
Whitman Coin Products 
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Dear Eric: 


Thanks very much for the copy of Breen's letter. I have no idea who may have talked 
to him. I certainly didn't mention it to him. As a matter of fact, haven't even 
spoken to him since he was last in NY, which was a few months ago. I'm sure that 
Stacks didn't. It could have very well been JJF. Or just co-incidence???? 

At any rate, if you'd like to answer him, and others without divulging what you do 
know, here's a perfect answer. When you attend the convention, what hotel will you be 
at, or will you be at your daughter's house? I spoke to Ken, and he thought that it 
would be a good idea for you to autograph the books that I'll have for sale there. 
He's shipping me 100 copies directly to the hotel. I do not have a table at PNG. 

As a matter of fact, yesterday, I mailed in my resignation from that organization. 
However, I'll be at the hotel (Americana) on the 23rd. If we can't get together that 
day to autograph them, please stop at my table the first thing Tuesday AM, and you can 
do them there. 


Kindest regards, 


Sincerely, 


P.S. Will Evelyn be with you? 
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